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President's Message 

 

 

Join us for the Trust's 

Annual Meeting Thursday,  

November 3rd at 

7:00pm Parish Center for 

the Arts (PCA) Westford 

Common 

Guest Speaker - Our guest  

speaker t his year wil l  be 

West ern MA based Beaver 

Solut ions founder Mike Cal lahan.  

Mike wil l  t alk about  beaver 

behavior and biology and t he 

lat est  in beaver management  

t echniques.  Quest ions f rom t he 

audience wil l  be encouraged!  

Come j oin us t o learn more 

about  t hese amazing creat ures 

and some ideas about  working 

 

 

 

 

Who Is Martina Gage And Why Is The 

Westford Town Forest Named After Her?  

by Ellen Harde 

In 1869,  Daniel 

Gage of  Lowell  

st art ed his ice 

business t hat  

"became so 

successful Gage 

event ual ly earned 

t he t it le of  

Lowell 's ice king. " 

On Gage's deat h in 

1901,  his 38 year 

old daught er,  

Mart ina,  became 

t he owner of  her 

fat her's business.  

The August  1912 

edit ion of  Ice and 

Ref r igerat ion  

described Mart ina's 

company as "one of  

t he most  

prosperous ice deal ing concerns in New 

England. . . " employing "100 men and has several 

ice houses in t he vicinit y of  Lowell . " One of  

t hose ice houses was on Forge Pond in Forge 

Vil lage.  The foundat ion of  t he ice house can 

st i l l  be seen as you drive int o t he Town Beach 
at  Forge Pond.  

 

Mart ina Gage ran t he company for t went y-eight  

 

 

An advert isement  for Mr.  

Gage's business - court esy 

of  West ford Hist orical 

Societ y 

 



t oget her in resolving 
beaver/ human conf l ict s.  

Business meeting - a short  t rust  

annual business meet ing wil l  be 

held f rom 7-7:30pm. Our guest  

speaker wil l  fol low t his brief  

business meet ing.  Ref reshment s 

wil l  be served.  Hope t o see you 
t here!  

Thank you,   

Ron Gemma 

Quick Links. . .  

Our Websit e 

West ford Trails 

Become a Member 

Donat e 

  

 

  

 

Timberlake Conservation 

Land by Bill Harman 

 

 

Fal l  is a great  t ime of  year 

t o enj oy t he Timberlake 

Conservat ion Land,  

recent ly acquired by t he 

Town (t rai l  map,  below).  It  

years (1901-29) and t hen "passed day-t o-day 

operat ions t o a board of  direct ors. " On her 

deat h in 1935,  t he ice company owned ponds 

and land in several t owns in t he Merrimack 

Val ley.  In her wil l ,  Mart ina bequeat hed al l  t he 

Gage propert y t o t he t own in which it  was 

locat ed.  

For West ford,  t his amount ed t o 13 separat e lot s 

comprising 341 acres which t he 1936 Annual 

Town Report  describes as a "munif icent  gif t . " 

The largest  t ract  was "t he Sweet ser lot  on t he 

nort h side of  Bapt ist  [also cal led Heart ]  Pond" 

which became t he Mart ina Gage Town Forest  on 

Old Lowell  Road.  The Town sold a cont iguous 

eight  acre Gage lot  t o t he Middlesex Count y 4 H 

in t he 1950s t o become t he 4 H Fairground.  

Sources:  

- The Daniel  Gage Ice Company of  Lowel l ,  MA, Ryan 

W. Owen 

- Ice and Ref r igerat ion,  Volume 43 pg 63, ,  Aug.  1912 

- Annual  Town Repor t  f or  t he Year  Ending Dec.  31,  

1936 

- Annual  Town Repor t  f or  t he Year  Ending Dec.  31,  

1940 

 

Boston Road Farmland  

by Bill Harman 

A nine acre parcel of  farmland on Bost on Road,  

which was prot ect ed in perpet uit y by t he Town 

in 1996,  is current ly being t hreat ened.  A 

developer is proposing t o el iminat e t he 

prot ect ion on t his land and build a large 

rest aurant  on t he farmland.  This proposal would 

violat e maj or communit y open space,  zoning,  

and conservat ion priorit ies which have been 

est abl ished in West ford's Comprehensive Mast er 

Plan.  The most  obvious violat ion would be t he 

farmland prot ect ion,  which is in t he form of  an 

Agricult ural Prot ect ion Rest rict ion (APR).  This 

APR was developed by the Town over a period 

of  years,  and was support ed by t he Planning 

Board,  t he Conservat ion Commission,  and t he 

Board of  Select men.  In 1996,  it  was vot ed t o 

prot ect  t his farmland by a super-maj orit y of  t he 



is in t he nort h part  of  

West ford,  near t he 

Tyngsboro t own l ine.  The 

land includes a number of  

excel lent  t rai ls,  which can 

be accessed by parking at  

t he end of  Hopkins Place.  

One not able landmark t o 

see is "Dinosaur Egg 

Rock" (pict ured above),  a 

huge boulder which was 

probably deposit ed t here 

at  t he t ime of  t he last  

glacier melt ing.  Click here 

t o view a larger version of  
t he map.  

  

 
 

 

Guided Walk Schedule for 

November 2016 - January 

2017 

Town Meet ing.  The Town paid t he t hen-owner 

$525,000 t o buy t he development  r ight s,  and 

t hus keep t he land permanent ly prot ect ed.   

 

The ot her communit y priorit y t hat  would be 

violat ed by t his commercial vent ure is t he 

zoning bylaw of  t he Town of  West ford.  The 

commercial zone is on the ot her side of  Rout e 

495,  where t here current ly are a number of  

rest aurant s.  The Bost on Road farmland is in t he 

resident ial  zone,  where rest aurant s are not  

permit t ed.   

 

It  has been claimed by some t hat  t he land is so 

neglect ed t hat  not hing short  of  a large 

commercial development  can reclaim it .  But ,  

t he Town has t he aut hor it y r ight  now t o require 

t he landowner t o clean up t he propert y.  The 

APR document  requires t he landowner t o 
act ively engage in farming.   

 

This nine acres of  farmland is one of  j ust  a few 

farms t hat  have been permanent ly prot ect ed in 

West ford.  Ot hers include Hil l  Orchard on 

Chamberlain Road,  t he Bonhe orchard on 

Tadmuck Road,  and Meadow Brook Farm on 

Gould Road.  The West ford Open Space Plan 

st at es t hat  since 1957,  West ford has lost  90% of  
it s farmland.   

 

The building of  a rest aurant  on APR farmland 

has never been al lowed anywhere in 

Massachuset t s.  According t o t he American 

Farmland Trust ,  i t  has never been al lowed 

anywhere in t he Unit ed St at es.  If  i t  happened 

here,  West ford would be known as t he t own 

t hat  ruined t he APR program.  This would be 

dangerous t o t he cause of  open space 

prot ect ion,  because ot her holders of  APR and 

conservat ion lands could cit e West ford as case-
law precedent .   

 

Fort unat ely,  a subst ant ial  group of  people is 

working t o keep t his farmland prot ect ed,  and 

t he West ford Conservat ion Trust  is support ing 



 

 

Saturday,  November 5,  

2016,  Kissacook Hill 

9:00 am - 10:30 am 

Join West ford Conservat ion 

Trust  Direct or Lenny Palmer 

for a hike on t he t hird highest  

point  in West ford (416 f t ).  

Enj oy a fun hike along t he 

almost  mile long t rai l  behind 

t he Day School.  Part s of  t he 

t rai l  are st eep,  but  foot ing is 

good.  There are benches 

along t he way.  See i f  you can 

spot  t he fading red numbers 

t hat  mark nat ive f lora.  

Sociable dogs on a leash are 
welcome.   

Parking: Norman E.  Day 

School,  75E Prescot t  St .   

Walk is f ree of  charge;  no 

sign-up is required.  

For more informat ion,  cal l  
Lenny at  978-392-9876.  

----------------- 

Saturday,  December 3,  

2016,    Stepinski Land 

9:00 am - 10:30 am 

Join a West ford Conservat ion 

Trust  member for a walk on 

t he wild side of  t he St ony 

Brook Conservat ion Land,  

across t he brook f rom East  

t hose ef fort s.  We urge you t o at t end Town 

Meet ing on Oct ober 17,  ask quest ions,  and hear 

t he discussion on t his import ant  warrant  

art icle.  [Since t his art icle was writ t en,  t he 

warrant  art icle has been wit hdrawn by t he 

Select men.  However,  an art icle for a l iquor 

l icense for t he proposed rest aurant  is st i l l  on 

t he agenda (Art icle 1) and t he owner has st at ed 

t hat  he int ends t o resubmit  his rest aurant  

proposal at  t he Spring 2017 Town Meet ing.  Ed]  

 

The Kloppenburg Trail   

by Rich St razdas 

The Kloppenburg Trai l  of f  Flagg Road is less 

t han t wo years old,  and t he t rai l  map is not  

yet  on t he Trust 's websit e.  Be t he f irst  on 

your block t o learn about  it !  Find a quiet  

spot  and post  a pict ure on our facebook 

page!  Here are t he prel iminary t rai l  

descript ions and map.  Enj oy!  

This t rai l ,  const ruct ed in lat e 2014,  

connect s t wo propert ies owned by t he 

Conservat ion Commission.  The t own 

acquired t he propert y at  t he t rai lhead in 

2000,  while t he larger landlocked parcel 

was donat ed by George and Virginia 

Kloppenburg in 1998.  In t he 1980s and 

1990s,  Tom Paul,  who l ived nearby,  became 

very int erest ed in some remarkable t rees in 

t hat  woodland.  He discussed t he value of  

t hose not able t rees wit h Mr.  Kloppenburg,  

and lat er Tom was very pleased when t he 

Kloppenburgs donat ed t hat  land t o t he 

Town of  West ford.  Even t hough it  was land-

locked at  t hat  t ime,  Tom believed t hat  t he 

land was valuable as Conservat ion Land 

because of  benef it s t o wildl i fe and wat er 

prot ect ion.  When t he land because 

accessible years lat er,  t he land became 

even more valuable t o t he t ownspeople.  An 

easement  in t he int ervening area was 

grant ed by Brenda and Perry Gould in 2014,  



Bost on Camps.  Visit  t his 110 

acre propert y acquired by 

West ford in 2008,  wit h 1.6 

miles of  shorel ine,  mixed 

forest ,  a t own well ,  and an 

undeveloped riparian 

ecosyst em.  Wave t o t he 

hikers on t he St ony Brook 

Trai l  across t he brook.  

Sociable dogs on a leash are 

welcome.   

Parking: American Legion 

Fields of f  River St reet  

Walk is f ree of  charge;  no sign 

up is required.  

----------------- 

Saturday,  January 7,  2017,  

Emmet Land from Trailside 

Way  

9:00 am - 10:30 am 

Enj oy t he beaut y of  t he 

Emmet  Conservat ion Land in 

t he Silent  Season wit h Trust  

member Kat e Holl ist er.  Be 

prepared for any kind of  

weat her,  including snow or 
ice.  

Sociable dogs on a leash are 

welcome as t his is of t en a 

walk wit h several dogs.  

Walk is f ree of  charge;  no 

sign-up is required.  For more 

informat ion,  cal l  Kat e at  978-
392-6802.  

Parking: The end of  Trai lside 
Way,  of f  Powers Rd.  

 

adding an unpaved t rai l  t o t his int erest ing 

area of  mixed forest  and st reams.  

Parking is problemat ic on Flagg Road,  so 

your best  opt ion is t o use Alcorn Crossing 

nearby.  The t rai l  is in a shape cal led a 

lol l ipop.  You go up t he st em,  around t he 

pop in eit her direct ion,  and back down t he 

st em t o your st art .  There are f ive st ream 

crossings,  but  al l  are easy.  The far end is 

about  80 feet  lower t han t he t rai lhead,  but  

t he t rai l  is never st eep.  The "st eepest " 

sect ion is t o t he right  at  t he loop j unct ion.  

If  you prefer t o go uphil l ,  go clockwise;  i f  

you prefer t o go downhil l ,  go count er-

clockwise;  i f  you don't  care,  hike your own 

hike!  Click here t o view a larger version of  
t he map.  

 

 
 

 

 

Copyright  © 2016 - 2017 West ford Conservat ion Trust  

Al l  r ight s reserved.  

  

  

  

 


