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Trust  Annual Meet ing 2014 

The Trust  Annual Meet ing was held at  t he 

West ford Museum on November 6,  2014.  Our 

guest  speaker,  Dr.  Tom French,  present ed a 

very informat ive t alk covering 

Massachuset t s wildl i fe conservat ion f rom pre-

colonial t o modern t imes.  Trust  President ,  Ron 

Gemma, reviewed t he Trust  Act ivit ies for t he 

past  year which included t he fol lowing:   

• Trust  ownership of  16 propert ies - 93 

acres 

• Improvement s t o Prospect  Hil l  Wildl i fe 

Sanct uary wit h help of  Eagle Scout  

David Gil let t e 

• Repair of  Pageant  Hil l  gat e (see relat ed st ory) 

• Addit ion of  Agnew and Timberlake propert ies  

• Review of  year-round t rai l  maint enance 

• Review of  mult iple Eagle Scout  proj ect s 

• St ream Team review 

• Updat e on invasive species cont rol  

• Present at ion of  2014 Conservat ion Trust ee Award t o Bil l  and 

Marian Harman (see phot o above) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Conservation 

Trustee Award winners 

Marian and Bill 

Harman 
photo courtesy A. Sylvia 

 



 

Taking St ock of  West ford Wildl ife 2014 

by Marian Harman 

Wint er is a good t ime t o t ake st ock of  t he 

wildl i fe report s I have received in t he previous 

year.  Each mont h,  cont ribut ors send me 

report s of  f lora and fauna t hey have observed 

in West ford t hat  mont h.  I publish t hese report s 

in a mont hly column called "West ford Wildl i fe 

Wat ch",  which appears in t he West ford Eagle.  

This column has been appearing in t he paper 

since 1990,  so we have compiled quit e a lot  of  

informat ion about  West ford's wildl i fe during 

t hat  t ime.  West ford f riends,  Mau and Mauri l io 

Fernandes,  t ake t he dat a and produce chart s 

t o display t he t rends.   

 

Most  years,  t here are 75-90 report ers f rom al l  

over t own,  who send in 1500-1900 dif ferent  

report s.  Though not  a scient i f ic st udy,  t hese report s and especial ly t he 

t rends over t he 24-year period give us a great  snapshot  of  what  is 

happening wit h wildl i fe in West ford.  Here are some of  t he t hings we have 

learned.   

 

Consist ent  wit h loss of  farmland in West ford,  many of  t he birds we used t o 

see regularly are no longer present ,  or are present  in very low numbers.  

These include t he American Kest rel ,  Bobolink,  Meadowlark,  Barn Owl,  

Whipoorwil l ,  and Ruf fed Grouse.  Some bird species,  such as Blue Jay,  

were impact ed by disease some years ago,  and have not  rebounded t o 

previous numbers.  An alarming t rend is t he loss of  neo-t ropical migrant s,  

t hose birds which migrat e t hrough West ford in t he spring on t heir long 

f l ight s f rom Cent ral and Sout h America t o Maine and Canada.  These 

include many Warbler species,  Scarlet  Tanagers,  Thrushes,  and Orioles.  

Birds which favor forest ed areas have increased.  These include Cooper's 

Hawks,  Barred Owls,  Pi leat ed Woodpeckers,  and Ravens.   

 

Wit h cl imat e change,  several formerly sout hern birds have made a home 

here.  These include t he Nort hern Cardinal,  Tuf t ed Tit mouse,  Carol ina 

Wren and Red-bell ied Woodpecker.  American Robins and East ern Bluebirds 

are now permanent  resident s,  where once t hey were not  present  here in 

t he wint er.  The Wild Turkey and Canada Goose,  t hough nat ive t o t he area,  

were int roduced for hunt ing and have now t aken up permanent  residence.  

Mammals,  t oo,  have responded t o t he increase in forest ed land in 

West ford,  and have regained t heir hist oric t erri t ory here.  These include 

t he East ern Coyot e,  Black Bear,  Fisher,  Bobcat ,  and t he occasional Moose.  

Some mammals have been af fect ed by disease such as Raccoons,  which 

were nearly ext erminat ed by rabies about  t en years ago,  and t he Big 

Brown Bat ,  which has been at t acked by a fungus which has almost  

ext erminat ed t hem. Opossums have spread nort h f rom t heir t radit ional  

sout hern homes,  and seem t o be able t o survive our warmer wint ers.   

 

Wild Turkey - photo by 

the author 



 

Insect s such as Monarch but t erf l ies,  and several species of  f rogs and 

salamanders,  which are highly sensit ive t o t he increased use of  pest icides 

and herbicides,  have decl ined markedly.  A program t o prot ect  vernal 

pools (smal l ponds which are only seasonal ly wet ) in West ford has helped 

some of  t he f rogs and salamanders which are dependent  upon t hese pools 

for mat ing.  Ot her insect  pest s such as t he Hemlock Wooly Adelgid,  and 

Asian Long-horned Beet le have invaded f rom t he sout h and are now 

est ablished here.  This is also t rue for several invasive plant s such as Asian 

Bit t ersweet ,  Glossy Buckt horn,  Burning Bush,  Japanese Barberry,  Japanese 

Honeysuckle,  Phragmit es Reed,  and Mile-a-minut e Plant .   

 

In 2014,  t he big news was Black Bears.  Bears have been seen regular ly in 

West ford for t he past  four years.  I received 22 report s of  Black Bears at  

feeders t his year,  f rom February unt i l  t he end of  Oct ober.  Tom French,  of  

Mass Fish and Wildl i fe,  est imat es t hat  for a t own of  our size,  we l ikely 

have only t hree bears.  Black bears have huge t erri t ories and so roam 

widely.  One bear was report ed t o have broken int o a rabbit  hut ch and 

several chicken coops,  unt i l  i t  was shot  by police on Hildret h St .  on 

Oct ober 23.  This raiding of  coops was unusual behavior for a black bear.  

Usually t hey have preferred t he easy pickings of  knocking over bird 

feeders.   

 

 It  seems t hat  what  is most  const ant  in West ford is change.  When we 

moved t o West ford in 1973,  our f ence of t en host ed a rest ing kest rel and 

our barn a resident  barn owl.  We had f requent  visit s f rom t he ruf fed 

grouse which nest ed in our woods.  Our t rash cans were raided night ly by a 

large raccoon family.  Al l  of  t hese animals are no longer present  on our 

propert y,  and we miss t hem.  At  t hat  t ime,  t here were no coyot e,  f isher,  

bobcat  or bear in t own.  But  now we do see al l  t hese large mammals,  as 

wel l  as many new birds.  Most  concerning t o bird lovers is t he precipit ous 

decl ine of  our warblers and t hrushes.  Loss of  habit at ,  bot h in t he nort hern 

U.S.  and in Sout h America,  is most  l ikely t he cause.  We should do al l  we 

can t o preserve open space in West ford and t o curt ai l  t he use of  

herbicides and pest icides which ki l l  t he cat erpi l lars t hese birds need t o 

fuel t heir j ourney,  and which our local birds need t o feed t heir young.  It  

wi l l  be excit ing for wildl i fe wat chers t o see what  t he next  decade has in 

st ore for us.  Please report  any f lora or fauna you see in West ford.  You can 

writ e me at  10 Chamberlain Rd. ,  cal l  me at  692-3907,  or e-mail me at  

mariancharman@verizon.net .   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Rest orat ion of  t he Gat e at  Pageant  Field 

by Lenny Palmer 

In 1992,  Prisci l la El l iot  donat ed 9.6 acres of  

land on Hi ldret h St reet  t o t he West ford 

Conservat ion Trust ,  now t he Prospect  Hil l  

Wildl i fe Sanct uary.  The area is comprised 

of  a wooded slope t hat  runs up t o near t he 

t op of  Prospect  Hil l  and on t he nort h 

port ion an open,  one acre area,  Pageant  

Field.  In Apri l  1929,  t he 200t h Anniversary 

event s for t he Town of  West ford were held 

in t he f ield wit h t he spect at ors sit t ing on 

t he t hen unforest ed hi l lside.  In recent  

years,  local farmer and land manager,  George Flet cher,  had grown corn on 

t he f ield.  Today t he area is managed by t he Trust  as a 

poll inat or/ wildf lower f ield.   

 

When t he Trust  acquired t he propert y,  t he gat e t o t he f ield was in t ot al 

disrepair wit h bent ,  rust ed and broken sect ions and some of  t he cast  iron 

rods embedded in a maple t ree.  The Trust  had long discussed at t empt ing 

t o rest ore t he gat e,  but  i t  t ook Town Moderat or El len Harde and local 

act ivist s known for get t ing t hings done,  t o init iat e t he repairs.  In t he fal l  

of  2013,  El len cont act ed craf t sman Mark Donahue who had previously 

worked on t he horse t roughs on t he Town Common.  Mark looked at  t he 

mess and,  much t o our amazement ,  assured t he Trust  t hat  i t  could be 

resurrect ed.  He ext ract ed t he gat e f rom t he t ree,  found t he broken pieces 

and moved t he t wist ed mass t o his shop where he spent  many hours 

hammering,  welding,  burnishing and repaint ing t he iron.  During t he 

summer and fal l  of  2014,  t he gat e was inst al led and t he f inal paint ing 

complet ed in November 2014.   

 

The gat e now is ful ly f unct ional,  swinging on i t s original +/ -100 year old 

hinges.  During most  of  t he year t he gat e sect ions are closed,  most ly t o 

show of f  t he graceful cast  iron t o t he folks driving down Hi ldret h St reet .  

Ent rance t o t he f ield and t rai ls is t hrough a newly est ablished break in t he 

wall  next  t o t he gat e.  During t he snowy mont hs,  t he gat e is lef t  open t o 

prevent  damage f rom t he heavy,  salt ed snow lef t  by t he st reet  plows.  The 

f inal st ep in t he rest orat ion was t he inst al lat ion of  a sign commemorat ing 

t he 1929 celebrat ion.  

 

 

 

The Gate at Pageant Field  

 



 

Land and Trails Maint enance by Bil l  Harman 

There is current ly an act ive 

group of  Land and Trai ls 

volunt eers who visit  

conservat ion land areas t o 

monit or and t ake care of  t hese 

wonderful  places.  They pick up 

l i t t er,  alt hough usually l i t t er on 

roads is much more common 

t han l i t t er on t rai ls.  The 

volunt eers also monit or t he 

land areas and report  t o t he 

Conservat ion Commission or t he 

Conservat ion Trust  i f  t hey see 

anyt hing t hat  should be 

correct ed.  In one example,  t hey recent ly report ed t hat  a black plast ic si l t  

fence has been lef t  in-place for many years af t er Rome Drive was 

const ruct ed.  

 

One group of  volunt eers is regular ly going out  every Tuesday morning,  and 

because it  happens every week,  t he group visit s a wide variet y of  areas al l  

over t own.  Recent ly t he Tuesday group went  t o t he Peace Trai l ,  st art ing 

out  f rom t he t rai l -head on Bost on Road - see accompanying phot o.  They 

inst al led one of  t he 4x4 post s which are now consist ent ly marking t rai ls 

around t own.  These post s were creat ed as part  of  an Eagle Scout  proj ect  

by Ian McBet h.  The Tuesday group also ident if ied t he suit abi l i t y of  a TRAIL 

PARKING sign at  t he t rai l-head,  t o help people who may be unfamil iar 

wit h t hat  area t o feel comfort able parking t here and using t he t rai l .  Beau 

Walsh made t he parking sign shown in t he phot o,  which he did by rout ing 

t he words int o a whit e board made of  a long-last ing const ruct ion mat erial .  

Beau is a ski l led carpent er who has t he abil i t y t o creat e f reehand rout ed 

let t ering.  Many of  his whit e TRAIL signs can be seen around t own.   

 

The phot o also shows t he beginning of  t he Peace Trai l  as i t  leaves t he 

parking area,  where t he t rai l  st ands out  clearly as a mowed st rip,  

separat e f rom t he surrounding f ield of  sumac.  This neat  appearance is t he 

result  of  a mowing program by St eve Smit h.  St eve has been t rai lering his 

John Deere mower t o t his place and t o ot her short  t rai l  sect ions which are 

in direct  sunlight  where veget at ion growt h is very vigorous,  especial ly in 

t he Spring.   

 

The Peace Trai l  goes east  f rom t his t rai l -head,  leading t o a charming 

woodland wit h wet lands on bot h sides of  t he t rai l ,  real ly good for birding.  

The t rai l  includes several bridges and several sect ions of  long boardwalk,  

which were const ruct ed by Boy Scout s over a number of  years (Paul 

Berard,  Sean Di lwort h,  Mike Basmaj i,  and Adam Holub).  If  you haven't  

been on t his t rai l  yet ,  we recommend it ,  and we recommend bringing 

binoculars.  An accurat e t rai l  map is available by cl icking here.  

 

Peace Trail, Trailhead  

 



 

New!  West ford Trails Booklet  2014 Edit ion 

Available For Purchase 

The 12t h edit ion of  West f ord Trai l s has j ust  been 

published.  The booklet  includes several  GPS-based 

t opographic maps wit h accurat e renderings of  t rai ls,  

st reams,  ponds,  marshes,  roads,  and ot her 

landmarks.  This 56-page edit ion has many new maps,  

new t ext  and al l  new art work.  Most  of  t he art work 

was creat ed by West ford Academy art  st udent s.  The 

booklet  is available for $5.00 at  Roudenbush and t he 

Town Clerk's of f ice.  Many maps in t he t rai l  guide can 

also be found on our websi t e by cl icking here.   

 

 

Trail  Walk Schedule - February t hru April  2015 

Guided t rai l  walks are open t o t he public on 

t he f irst  Sat urday of  every mont h f rom 9 

a.m. -10:30 a.m. ,  rain or shine.  Al l  walks are 

f ree of  charge and no sign-up is required.  

Acker Land - February 7  

Come and explore t he Acker Land wit h 

West ford Conservat ion Trust  Direct or,  Rich 

St razdas.  This is t he f irst  parcel  donat ed t o 

t he Conservat ion Trust .  The TWA rai lroad and 

St ony Brook shape t his surprisingly wi ld 

propert y.  Where else can you see a cat t le pass?!  Park across Depot  St reet  

at  t he ent rance t o St ony Brook Conservat ion Land.  Young chi ldren and 

dogs on leash are welcome.  For more informat ion cal l  Rich at  978-692-

2057. 

  

Emmet Land From Texas Road - March 7  

Join West ford Conservat ion Trust  Associat e Direct or,  Lenny Palmer,  who 

wil l  lead a walk on t he beaut iful Emmet  land t o Nashoba Pond.  Meet  at  

t he Richard Emmet  Conservat ion Land sign at  t he end of  Texas Road.  Walk 

is hi l ly and rocky in places.  Wear st urdy foot wear appropriat e t o 

t he weat her.  Dogs on leash welcome.  For more informat ion cal l  Lenny at  

978-392-9876 

  

O'Brien Farm - April 4 

A West ford Conservat ion Trust  member wil l  lead a walk on t he 23-acre,  

recent ly prot ect ed O'Brien Farm propert y on Vose Road.  The t rai ls wind 

t hrough various habit at s including wooded upland,  open meadow, marsh 

land and along a year-round brook.  Park in t he lot  on Vose Road near t he 

j unct ion wit h St eeple Chase Circle.  For more informat ion cal l  Lenny at  

978-392-9876 

 

Burns Hill walkers Nov. 

2014 
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